Merit Badge Counselor Registration FAQ

Q.  I filled out an application several years ago. Why aren’t I registered with the council?

A.  Chances are your application was mishandled in some way.  We are trying to eliminate many procedures that cause your applications to disappear.  Please take a few minutes to register again with the new procedures.

Q.  I am already a registered leader and have filled out an application.  Do I need to fill out another application?
A.  The application for Registered Leader and Merit Badge Counselor are applications for two different positions.  They are treated in two different manners.  If you are already a Registered Leader, and are applying to be a Merit Badge Counselor, you should fill out the top (blue portion) of the application and mark “42” in the position code.  No signatures but your own are necessary. 

Q. Can I be a Merit Badge Counselor and not be an Adult Leader?

A. Yes.  You are not required to be a registered adult leader to be a Merit Badge Counselor.  You should fill out an adult application, however, and mark “42” as the position code.  You should also complete the entire application and submit it to the Troop Committee Chair for the required approval signatures.  There is no charge to be a Merit Badge Counselor.

Q. How much does it cost to be a Merit Badge Counselor?
A. There is no registration fee to be a  Merit Badge Counselor.

Q. What is a Merit Badge Counselor Information Form?

A.  BSA form 34405 is the form that you should fill out and attach with your application to become a Merit Badge Counselor.  It gives us the information about what badges you will be counseling, and what qualifies you to teach that badge.  On it you should describe in as much detail as possible, how you’re associated with the subject.  Whether it is your job, your hobby, or you have special training or education in the subject, you should describe your level of knowledge.

Q. I am registering for more subjects than are listed on the form.  What should I do?

A. Use more that one form if necessary.  It would also help if you numbered the forms: 1of 2, 2 of 3,etc.  You should sign all the pages in case they get separated.  

Q. How many merit badges am I allowed to counsel?

A. There is no limit to the number of badges you can counsel, provided you have the personal knowledge and expertise in the subject.

Q. I signed up to teach 3 badges last year.  I want to add 2 more.  What should I do?

A. If you are already registered, you only need to submit an additional MBC Information form.  On it you should mark at the top that you are previously registered and the troop you are registered with.  Then fill out the form as usual for only the new badges you will be adding.
Q. I’ve already filled out an adult application.  Can I just send a copy of it to register as a Merit Badge Counselor?

A. No. You should fill out a separate application for Merit Badge Counselor.  You should submit only the original form labeled Council Copy at the bottom of the page.  Copies of forms are not acceptable.

Q. Why do I need to supply my Social Security Number?

A. Because all adult applications and merit badge counselor applications, are screened by an independent processor.  Your SS number is required to process your application.  No SS number or a false one will be reason for rejection of your application.  

Q. Some manuals say I have to register every year.  Is this the case?

A.  In our Council, you will only have to register once.  Our new registration process eliminates the need to re-register as a Merit Badge Counselor.  Once registered, you will remain on the list until you notify us to remove you from the list.  

Q. Where do I turn in my application forms?

A. You should mail them to the address listed on the Registration Guidelines.  Experience has shown us that taking the applications to the Council Office delays the registration process.  You should mail them directly to the District Advancement Representative listed.  You may also bring them to Scouting Roundtable for drop off.  

Q. What happens to my application after I turn it in?

A. The district representative checks the application for completeness and adds your information to the District MBC list and approves the application for the council.  The application is then forwarded to the Council Office for processing.  Any extra copies of forms are destroyed and the original is kept in the council office.
Q. Who sees the information I have submitted?

A.  The district is responsible for maintaining a list of registered merit badge counselors.  The list is not publicly published but the information is available to troops in our district on a per need basis.  A complete list of our Districts Merit Badge Counselors is available by contacting the District Advancement Representative.

